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Seabird research and extent of 
protection: Knowledge gaps and 

conservation priorities 





 More than 51 Marine species depend on 
Moroccan offshore during a least part of 
their life cycle.  

 Morocco has more than 3500 km of 
coasts but its offshore are mainly 
important for staging, wintering and 
foraging 

 Among those species some are globally 
threatened.  

 Very few species are breeding: lack of 
islets 



ICZM Project 



Puffinus mauretanicus  
(migration route – 
global population) 

The process of marine IBA 
identification 

 (1) Non-breeding (coastal) 
concentrations 

 (2) Areas for pelagic species 
 (3) Seaward extensions to 

breeding colonies 
 (4) Migration bottlenecks 
 

Áreas Importantes para las Aves (IBA) 
marinas en España 

LIFE04NAT/ES/000049 









Fixed observation points 



Fishing Trawlers, ships Rough sea,  



Lack of identification capacities  



Pandion haliaetus 
 



Pandion haliaetus 
 

Falco eleonorae 
 



Project : Yellow-legged Gull in Morocco: population Dynamics, Foraging 
behaviour, Toxicology and Bacteriology 

Sponsor’s : University Chouaib Doukkali, CNRST Morocco, Agence 
Universitaire de la  Francophonie 

Period  project: January 2015-December 2017 

Dr. Hamid Rguibi Idrissi, Bouskout Mohamed (PhD), 
Aboudihaje Mohamed (PhD), Dr. Sidi Imad Cherkaoui 



Aims project: 
Study of the composition of the diet (optimal diet ) .  
Spatiotemporal diet and prey research effort,  
How the exploitation of food resources may help to explain the observed differences in strategy 
feeding behavior in this species. 
The present project was carried out to assess toxicological and bacteorological related issues 
 
 
 



Relative abundance of fish consumed by young gulls on the 
island of Mogador  



 birds mainly feed on small prey ingested in large 
quantities. These data indicate that these marine 
predators can maximize their body weight gain by 
eating small prey because they require a lower cost-
effort (time and energy) for their handling. 

This predator adopts this strategy by focusing on 
occasionally abundant preys and especially social 
insects (ants and bees) and beetles. 
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Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus 



Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus 





Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus 



  Species  September October November December January February March April May June July Aout 

1 Great shearwater       2                 

2 Manx shearwater           193             

3 Balearic shearwater       112                 

4 Sooty Shearwater                     

5 Cory's shearwater       88               

6 Puffinus baroli         2             

7 Gannet            320             

8 European Storm-petrel           30             

9 Wilson’s Storm-petrel           15           

10 Leach's Storm-petrel       1400               

11 Phalacrocorax aristotelis         4 4             

12 Razorbill         26 38             

13 Red phalarope       4 20               

14 Kittiwake         2               

15 Arctic Tern                     

16 Sabine's Tern                         

17 Great Skua         12 20             

18 Arctic Skua         14               

19 Pomarine Skua           54             

20 Long-tailed Skua       2                 



















Inventory of impacts / risks of anthropogenic origin observed in 
the vicinity of Main Mediterranean Marine IBA 



Inventory of impacts / risks of anthropogenic origin observed in 
the vicinity of Main Mediterranean Marine IBA 



 
 Marine IBA e-Atlas of BirdLife 
 Monitoring program of IBA  

 
◦ Proposal of marine Important Bird 

Areas (IBA) in Morocco  
◦ update bird conservation status 
◦ Fill Gaps 
◦ Adopt the national redlist 



 
 

 

 
 
 

THANK YOU !  
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